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"Jim is the best Big! He helps me with my reading and my math too. Jim and I like to play soccer and 

basketball too.  Jim is a cool Big and I'm so happy that I have Jim for a Big." 

ς Kent, a mentee with Big Brothers Big Sisters 
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The ̧ ƻǳǘƘ aŜƴǘƻǊƛƴƎ /ƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǘƛǾŜΩǎ Mission is to increase communication, 

cooperation, and resource acquisition among the organizations providing volunteer 

mentors to Denver area youth. 

The ̧ ƻǳǘƘ aŜƴǘƻǊƛƴƎ /ƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǘƛǾŜǎΩǎ vision is to positively impact all Denver area 

youth in need of a volunteer mentor through a quality mentoring organization. 

 

άYouth mentoring is the process of matching caring, concerned volunteers in a one to 

one relationship with kids who may be at risk. The volunteer is usually unrelated and 

works as a volunteer through a community, school or faith-based social service 

ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΦέ 

 

The Youth Mentoring Collaborative requires that all mentors pass a criminal background check 

prior to match.  Mentors whose background check indicates the following will not be accepted: 

 Child Abuse 

 Pedophilia 

 Violent Crimes Against Children 

 

The Youth Mentoring Collaborative requires that mentors commit to a minimum of at least on 

full year (or school year.) The Youth Mentoring Collaborative requires that all mentors commit 

to meeting with their youth 2 times per month for a minimum of 2 hours at each visit. 

 

 

ά²Ƙŀǘ L ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ Ƴƻǎǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ƳŜƴǘƻǊƛƴƎ ǿŀǎΧǎƘŀǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŜȄŎƛǘŜƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŀƴȄƛŜǘȅ ŀōƻǳǘ ǳǇŎƻƳƛƴƎ 

ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŜƛƴƎ ƘŜǊ Ƴŀƴȅ ŀŎŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘƳŜƴǘǎΦέ  

ς Erin, a mentor with Goodwill of Denver 

 

άLǘ ƳŀŘŜ ƳŜ ƻǇŜƴ ǳǇ ƳƻǊŜ ŀƴŘ ŦŜŜƭ ǘƘŀǘ L ŎƻǳƭŘ ǘǊǳǎǘ ƳƻǊŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦέ 

ς Steven, a mentee with Save Our Youth 
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The Youth Mentoring Collaborative is dedicated to expanding quality mentoring opportunities for at-risk youth in 
ǘƘŜ ƳŜǘǊƻ 5ŜƴǾŜǊ ŀǊŜŀΦ ! ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƳŜƴǘƻǊƛƴƎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ Ŏŀƴ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ŀ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ƭƛŦŜ ōȅ 

improving their academic merit, social skills, self-esteem and, ultimately, their future. 
 
Did You Know: The dropout rate at ƭƻŎŀƭ ƘƛƎƘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ƛǎ от ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ пн ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘ ƻŦ 5ŜƴǾŜǊΩǎ ƘƻƳŜƭŜǎǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ 
are under 18 years of age? Good role models are in high demand. Mentoring provides the encouragement that 
helps kids steer clear of at risk activities and lifestyle choices. 
 
The Youth Mentoring Collaborative was formed through a partnership of Mile High United Way, the Denver 
Office of Strategic Partnerships and Bank of the West with the mission of increasing communication, 
cooperation and resource acquisition among the organizations providing volunteer mentors to Denver area 
youth. 
 
The YMC serves as a forum for the exchange of ideas. Increased discourse will allow us to establish best practice 
standards, recruit volunteers more effectively, adopt more effective organizational procedures and develop 
valuable data collection and evaluation systems. Further, the YMC seeks to develop alliances among mentoring 
organizations as well as other community resources. These partnerships will enable us to increase financial 
support for the mentoring organizations serving Denver-area youth. 
 
The Youth Mentoring Collaborative includes 15 mentoring organizations serving Denver area youth: 
 
 

Big Brothers Big Sisters   Goodwill Industries of Denver 
The Bridge Project   Kempe Foundation 
Byrne Urban Scholars   Metro Denver Partners 
Challenge Foundation   Minds Matter of Denver, Inc. 
/ƻƭƻǊŀŘƻ άL IŀǾŜ ! 5ǊŜŀƳέ CƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴ Save Our Youth 
Colorado Youth At Risk   Whiz Kids 
Denver Kids, Inc    YESS Institute 
 
and six resource partners: 
 
Daniels Fund     DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƻƴ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ 
Denver Office of Strategic Partnerships  Metro Volunteers 
Denver Public Schools    Mile High United Way 
 

Together we can guide our youth toward a better future 
 

άDŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ Ƴȅ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǿŜŜƪ has taught me a lot. His dreams and potential are very real, 
and I can do some very simple things with him to help him reach both of those. It is the most rewarding thing I 

have ever done, and I am lucky to have my little brother to pal around with!" 

ς Ted, a mentor with Big Brothers Big Sisters 
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How to Use This Booklet  
In an effort to streamline services and increase knowledge and awareness the Youth Mentoring 

Collaborative has designed this booklet. It is our hope that this booklet will be used by potential mentors, 
mentees and referring partners to decrease the time and energy used to find an agency that best fits. By 

utilizing this booklet all parties should be able to find a broad definition of services offered by each agency 
as well as locations served. There are 2 main sections to this booklet. To utilize section one: 

Youth Information: Lƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ŦƛƴŘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǘƘ ƛƴ ŀƴ ŀƎŜƴŎȅΩǎ 
program.  

Target age- this is the age agencies prefer to admit students in to their program. 
Youth Qualifications- This refers to any additional qualification the youth is required to have in order to 

participate. 
Targeted Populations- this refers to any specific at-risk area the program might focus on. 

Enrollment process- every agency has a specific process they adhere to in enrolling students, this gives a brief 
outline of each agencȅΩǎ process.  

Who can refer a youth- due to the nature of many of our agencies there may be restrictions on who can refer a 
youth to a project, this section defines these restrictions. 

Referral Deadline- Agencies may have a specific deadline each year that they require youth to be enrolled. 
Average Wait Time- Due to the high demand of mentors occasionally programs will have a wait time, this varies 
according to many factors, (i.e. location, age, gender) however, many agencies implement programs during the 

wait period. 

Service Area: In this section you will find a general outline of the service areas served by each agency. 

Mentor Information: In this section you will find information needed to mentor at each agency.  

 
Mentor Requirements- This refers to anything that a mentor is required to posses, in order to mentor with an 

agency.  
Average Wait Time- This may vary, but is generally the average wait time between inquiry and match, including 

background check. 
Group Mentoring- This refers to any agency that offers mentoring services in a different format than the 

traditional one-on-one mentoring. 
Other Volunteer Opportunities- Want to help but not sure if you are ready to commit to mentoring? Please 

check out these other volunteer opportunities at our agencies. 

This is not meant to include all information, but give a brief outline. Please contact the agencies for individual 
guidelines. 

The second section of this booklet lists the schools of the Denver Metro Area, organized by county. Indicating 
which agencies will serve each school. Please utilize this section to further determine the locations served by 

each agency, in determining where to refer a youth, or in helping to determine an area you would like to mentor. 
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 The mission of Big Brothers Big Sisters of Colorado is to help 

children reach their full potential through professionally supported, one-to-one, volunteer mentoring 

relationships with measurable impact. 

Youth Information  

Target Enrollment Age First through Sixth Grade  

Youth Qualifications* Must be between the age of 7-12 at the time of inquiry 

 
Parent Permission  

 
Child Interest  

Targeted Youth Populations Homeless 

 
Children with an incarcerated parent   

 
Single Parent Households / Kinship Care 

 
Free and Reduced lunch- Qualified  

Enrollment Process Inquiry, Interview , Match Introduction 

 
Parent/Guardian orientation  

Who Can Refer a Youth Anyone 

Referral Deadline Open Enrollment 

Average Wait Time Varies by location 

Peak Recruitment Period  BBBS, recruits year round for community matches, but peaks in  

 
summer and fall for school site based matches  

Service Area Denver County, Arapahoe County, Adams County,  

 
Jefferson County, Douglas County, Boulder County 

Mentor Information  

Mentor Requirements  
 

21 years or older  
Pass a Criminal Background Check 

Average Wait Time  3-6 Weeks depending on location  

Group Mentoring  No 

Other Volunteer Opportunities  Episodic Volunteering: for Sports Buddies Program 

 
Match Activities/ Celebrations, etc 

  *  Youth must demonstrate financial need 
 

  

Contact Chris Sautter Chriss@biglittlecolorado.org 303.433.6002 

www.biglittlecolorado.org 

 

mailto:Chriss@biglittlecolorado.org
http://www.biglittlecolorado.org/
http://www.biglittlecolorado.org/
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The Bridge Project provides educational opportunities for children living in Denverôs 

public housing neighborhoods so they graduate from high school and attend college or 

learn a trade. 

Youth Information  

Target Enrollment Age Pre School - College  

Youth Qualifications* N/A 

Targeted Youth Populations Children living in public housing and surrounding areas 

Enrollment Process Inquiry/ Registration form 

 
Parent/Guardian Permission/ Interest 

Who Can Refer a Youth Anyone 

Referral Deadline Open Enrollment 

Average Wait Time N/A 

Peak Recruitment Period  Bridge recruits year round, but peak period is Fall 

  Service Area Denver Housing Authority Developments 

 

Mentor Information  

Mentor Requirements 
  
 

18 years or older for onsite 21 years or older for offsite 
mentoring 
Pass a Criminal Background Check 

Average Wait Time  On site 2 weeks, off site varies  

Group Mentoring  Yes  

Other Volunteer Opportunities  Homework Helpers, Group Leaders & Helpers  

 
Summer Buddies  

  *  Youth must demonstrate financial need  
 

 

   

Contact Debbie Main dmain@du.edu 303.888.1833 

www.du.edu/bridgeproject/ 

 

 

mailto:dmain@du.edu
http://www.du.edu/bridgeproject/
http://www.du.edu/bridgeproject
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At Byrne Urban Scholars, we believe there's a graduate waiting to be found in all 

students.  Byrne Urban Scholars identifies students who have potential, but are at 

risk of getting lost in the current system. After acceptance in our program, each 

scholar receives full or partial tuition assistance, mentoring, tutoring, and case management support. Our 

primary goal is to help each scholar earn a high school diploma from top-performing Denver private and 

charter high schools with the highest graduation rates. 

Youth Information  
 

 Target Enrollment Age Students completing 5th or 8th grade  

Youth Qualifications* Must attend a partner school 

 
Student interest 

Targeted Youth Populations Low income communities 

Enrollment Process Referred by partner school 

 

Application 
Family and Student interview during spring of 5th grade or 8th grade 

Who Can Refer a Youth Referrals must come from a referral school, or partner schools 

Referral Deadline March  

Average Wait Time 1-2 months  
Peak Recruitment Period 
 

Winter- Spring  
 

Service Areas Middle School- St Rose of Lima 

 

High Schools- Arrupe, Mullen, La Academia, Bishop Machebeuf 
Denver School of Science and Technology,  

Mentor Information  
 

 Mentor Requirements 21 years or older  

 

College Graduate (preferred) 
Pass a Criminal Background Check 

Average Wait Time N/A ς matches usually take place in the summer 

Group Mentoring  N/A   
Other Volunteer Opportunities 
  

Volunteer Tutors to run afterschool study halls and  
provide individual and group tutoring 

  *  Youth must demonstrate financial need 

 

Contact Susan Whittle SusanW@byrneurbanscholars.org 303.355.1700 

www.byrneurbanscholars.org 

 

 

mailto:SusanW@byrneurbanscholars.org
http://www.byrneurbanscholars.org/
http://www.byrneurbanscholars.org/
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The mission of the Challenge Foundation is to enroll economically disadvantaged 

children in an intensive seven-year program of academic preparation and 

character building. The goal of the Challenge Foundation is to ensure graduation from a private, college 

preparatory high school and admission to college. We serve our students them through scholarships, adult-

mentoring, and an academic and enriched summer program. 

Youth Information  
 

  Target Enrollment Age Fifth Grade  

Youth Qualifications* Strong Family Support  

 
Pass a Reading Comprehension Test  

Targeted Youth Populations High Achieving  

Enrollment Process Referral/ Reading Test 

 
Summer Program 

 
Application for Challenge & Scholarship Schools 

 
Further Testing  

 
Interview  

Who Can Refer a Youth 4th Grade Teacher/ Principal/ After School Program Director (Anyone) 

Referral Deadline Must Complete the Reading Test by May of their 4th Grade Year 

Average Wait Time All students are matched in May of 5th Grade  

Peak Recruitment Period Winter 

  Service Areas Denver and Aurora Public Schools  

  Mentor Information  
 

  Mentor Requirements Ability to make a 7 year commitment   

 

Desire to engage in exploring educational and professional avenue with  
their youth 
Pass a Criminal Background Check 

Average Wait Time Matches Usually Occur in May  

Group Mentoring  No  

Other Volunteer Opportunities  Tutors, after school help, Office Help, Fundraising  
*  Youth must demonstrate financial need 
 

  

Contact Gemma McDonald gemma@thechallengefoundation.org 

www.thechallengefoundation.org 

 

mailto:gemma@thechallengefoundation.org
http://www.thechallengefoundation.org/
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/ƻƭƻǊŀŘƻ άL IŀǾŜ ŀ 5ǊŜŀƳέ CƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴ assists children from low income 

communities to achieve their education and career goals by providing a 10 

year program of mentoring, academic assistance, life skills development, enrichment, and tuition 

assistance for higher education 

 

Youth Information  
 

  Target Enrollment Age 3rd- 11th Grades 

Youth Qualifications* Must be a dreamer in CIHAD program 

Targeted Youth Populations At-risk Youth 

Enrollment Process Must be involved in CIHAD program,  

Who Can Refer a Youth Does not accept outside referrals 

Referral Deadline Open Enrollment 

Average Wait Time Up to 3 years  

Peak Recruitment Period Late Summer/ Fall 

  Service Areas Denver Public Schools,  Metro Denver Area 

  Mentor Information  
 

  Mentor Requirements 
 
 
 

Must be 18 years or older  
Pass a Criminal Background Check  
Willing to work with youth from different backgrounds to 
promote the social and educational success of youth  

Average Wait Time 3-4 weeks  

Group Mentoring  N/A   

Other Volunteer Opportunities  After School Program 
 

*  Youth must demonstrate financial need  

 

 

Contact Darcie Ezell Dezell@cihadf.org 303.861.5005 x 103 

www.coloradoIHaveADream.org 

 

 

 

mailto:Dezell@cihadf.org
http://www.coloradoihaveadream.org/
http://www.cihadf.org/
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Colorado Youth at Risk empowers teenage students to make life choices that positively 

impact their future through community-based mentoring and intensive training. Colorado 

Youth at Risk aims to reduce the number of high school dropouts,            match students 

with an adult mentor and provide students with a sense of the future and their place in 

that future. 

Youth Information  
 

  Target Enrollment Age Freshman 
Youth Qualifications* 
 

Student Interest  
Must attend a DPS partner school 

 
Students with at least one Failing Grade 

Targeted Youth Populations Students at risk of dropping out 
Enrollment Process 
 

Attend Enrollment Orientation with Parent/ Guardian 
Complete Application 

 
Attend 1 full day Program Workshop 

Who Can Refer a Youth Anyone  

Referral Deadline Fall, Spring 

Average Wait Time 2 months  

Peak Recruitment Period Fall and Spring 

  Service Areas Denver Public Schools  

  Mentor Information  
 Mentor Requirements 

 
 

Must be 21  
Attend 24 hours of pre match training 
Pass a Criminal Background Check  

Group Mentoring  N/A 

Average Wait Time  1-4 Months  

Other Volunteer Opportunities  Event Management, Board of Directors, Committees  

 

Marketing and Public Relations, Office Admin, Information 
Technology 

  *  Youth must demonstrate financial need  
 

 

   

Contact Andrea Viarrial Andrea@ColoradoYouthatRisk.org 303.623.9140 

www.coloradoyouthatrisk.org 

mailto:Andrea@ColoradoYouthatRisk.org
http://www.coloradoyouthatrisk.org/
http://www.coloradoyouthatrisk.org/
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Denver Kids, Inc helps students, grades K-12 who face the personal challenges of higher risk 

environments, successfully complete high school, pursue post- secondary options and become 

productive members of the community.  

 

Youth Information   

Target Enrollment Age DKI accepts K-12 but targets Elementary- Middle School 

Youth Qualifications* Must be a DPS Student, determined by a DPS staff to be at risk 

Targeted Youth Populations Boys from father absent homes 

Enrollment Process DKI, must receive a written referral, and Parental Permission  
Who Can Refer a Youth 
 

Parent/Guardian 
 DPS Staff 

Referral Deadline Open Enrollment 

Average Wait Time 6 Months 

Peak Recruitment Period  DKI recruits year round but peaks in the Fall 
 

Service Area Denver Public Schools  

 

Mentor I nformation  

Mentor Requirements Over the age of 18 (teen mentoring available for ages 16-18) 

 
Enjoy Children/ Youth 

 
Embrace the value of a good education 

 

Good driving record 
Pass a criminal background check 

Average Wait Time  4 Weeks  

Group Mentoring  Yes 

Other Volunteer Opportunities Occasional Office Assistance 
 

 

 

 

Contact: Penny Stanley Penny_Stanley@dpsk12.org 720.423.8133 

www.denverkidsinc.org 

 

mailto:Penny_Stanley@dpsk12.org
http://www.denverkidsinc.org/
http://www.denverkidsinc.org/
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Friends for Youth is a faith-based mentoring organization serving youth in the 

Denver metro area who are between the ages of 10 and 18 primarily involved in 

the Juvenile Justice or Child Welfare system, or have a parent that is incarcerated. Our one-to-one, group, 

and Success Journey mentoring programs offer youth and mentors a variety of options and experiences 

with the support of passionate and professional staff. Our mission is to mentor youth through friendship 

and the Spirit of Christ.  

Youth Information  
 

  Target Enrollment Age 6th ς 12th Grade  

Youth Qualifications Between the ages of 10- 18  

 
Involved in one of the following: Juvenile Justice, Child Welfare 

 
or have an incarcerated parent  

Targeted Youth Populations Youth involved in the child welfare system 

 
Children of Prisoners  

 
Juvenile Offenders 

Enrollment Process Application 

 

Interview/ Home Visit  
Written parent/guardian permission 

Who Can Refer a Youth Anyone  

Referral Deadline Open Enrollment 

Average Wait Time 4-8 Weeks  

Peak Recruitment Period Year Round 

  Service Areas 5 County Metro Area 

  Mentor Information  
 

  Mentor Requirements 21 Years or older  

 

Possess Reliable Transportation (for one-to-one mentoring) 
Commit to at least one year 
Pass a Criminal Background Check  

Average Wait Time 4-6 Weeks  

Group Mentoring  Yes  
Other Volunteer Opportunities  
 

Participation in fund raising events, Administrative help, 
Internships  

 
 

 Contact Becky Slamal beckys@friendsforyouth.com 303.756.9285x112 

www.friendsforyouth.com 

mailto:beckys@friendsforyouth.com
http://www.friendsforyouth.com/
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Goodwill Youth Services partners with over 27 Denver Metro high 

schools to help more than 15,000 disadvantaged teens achieve their 

ŘǊŜŀƳǎ ŜŀŎƘ ȅŜŀǊΦ ¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘ DƻƻŘǿƛƭƭΩǎ ŎŀǊŜŜǊ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎΣ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ƭŜŀǊƴΥ {ŜƭŦ-awareness and 

goal-setting, career exploration and resources, job readiness, college preparation, decision-making, and 

financial literacy. Goodwill provides classroom instruction, one-on-one support, and job opportunities to 

help teens stay in school, gain valuable life skills and become leaders in their communities. Mentors bring 

the real world into the schools by helping students prepare for life after high school. Training and support is 

provided to all mentors. Several mentoring programs are available to meet the needs of the students and 

mentors. 

Youth Information  
 

  Target Enrollment Age High School 

Youth Qualifications Decent Attendance at School 
Targeted Youth Populations 
 
 

At- risk youth 
TANF eligible youth 
Homeless youth 

Enrollment Process Referral/ Interview  

Who Can Refer a Youth Anyone  

Referral Deadline March 

Average Wait Time N/A 

Peak Recruitment Period Spring and Fall 

  Service Areas 
 

Adams County District 14, Denver Public Schools, Aurora Public 
Schools, Sheridan Public Schools 

  Mentor Information  
 

  Mentor Requirements 21 or 2+ years of college  

 

24+ (for Homeless Mentoring) 
Pass a Criminal Background Check 

Average Wait Time 3 Weeks  

Group Mentoring  Yes 

Other Volunteer Opportunities  Mock Interviewers, Guest Speakers, Job Shadows, Career Panelists 

    

 

Contact Emily Evans eevans@goodwilldenver.org 303.650.7744 

www.goodwilldenver.org 

http://www.goodwilldenver.org/
http://www.goodwilldenver.org/index.php?s=16&cat=17
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The Kempe Foundation for the Prevention and Treatment of Child 

Abuse and Neglect provides the education, advocacy and 

fundraising support for the work of The Kempe Center for the Prevention and Treatment of Child Abuse 

and Neglect. Headquartered in Denver, CO, the Kempe Center is recognized as the world leader in child 

abuse treatment programs and for over forty years has been at the forefront in the fight against child 

abuse. 

 

Youth Informa tion  
 

  Target Enrollment Age Ages 9-11 
Youth Qualifications 
 

Placement in foster care over the prior year, must be still in foster care when  
the program begins  

Targeted Youth Populations Children in Foster Care 

Enrollment Process Children who meet the requirements are recruited 

Who Can Refer a Youth Does Not Accept Referrals  

Referral Deadline N/A 

Average Wait Time N/A 

Peak Recruitment Period Summer 

  Service Areas N/A 

  Mentor Information  
 

  Mentor Requirements Must be a graduate student with an affiliated program 

Average Wait Time N/A 

Group Mentoring  No 

Other Volunteer Opportunities  Through the Kempe Foundation 
 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.kempe.org/Programs/FosteringHealthyFutures/tabid/243/Default.aspx
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In 2008 Metro Denver Partners celebrates 40 years of working to empower 

approximately 15,500 youth in the Denver area. We believe there are two factors 

that set us apart from other agencies: 1) support and 2) relationships. We offer our 

volunteers a tremendous amount of support through regular contact, training, and on-going learning 

opportunities to ensure that they are confident and well-equipped to mentor. We also host gatherings for 

our mentors to get to know other mentors, provide one free or low cost activity per month for matches, 

and mail a bi-monthly newsletter highlighting upcoming events. The families of the youth we serve also 

benefit from our support as we seek to build long-term, trusting relationships with them by maintaining 

regular contact and by taking youth that are waiting to be matched on monthly outings. This creates an 

environment of trust and stability that allows for a smooth transition once we introduce the mentor into 

the situation.  

Youth Information  
 

  Target Enrollment Age 8 to 17 years  

Youth Qualifications* Need to Volunteer  

 
Need parental support  

Targeted Youth Populations Children from substance abuse families  

 
School Problems 

 
Juvenile offenders  

Enrollment Process Referral, Interview with youth and family 

Who Can Refer a Youth School Staff, Other Community Agencies  

Referral Deadline Open Enrollment 

Average Wait Time 9 Months  

Peak Recruitment Period Summer, Fall 

  Service Areas Adams County, Douglas County, Denver Public Schools  

  Mentor Information  
 Mentor Requirements 18 years or older  

 

Resident 3 months 
Pass a Criminal Background Check 

Average Wait Time N/A 

Group Mentoring  N/A 

Other Volunteer Opportunities  Activity Volunteer, Office help, Tutors  
* Youth must demonstrate financial need 

 Mary Ann Burdick maryann@metrodenverpartners.org 303.777.7000 

 www.metrodenverpartners.org 

 

mailto:maryann@metrodenverpartners.org
http://www.metrodenverpartners.org/
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 Minds Matter is a not-for-profit organization that brings high-

achieving and motivated high school students from low-income 

families together with dedicated mentors to achieve academic 

excellence and expand educational horizons. 

Youth Information  

Target Enrollment Age Sophomore & Junior  

Youth Qualifications* Must have 3.0 GPA  

 
Legal Resident 

Targeted Youth Populations High Achieving 

Enrollment Process Application Freshman Year , Face to Face Interview 

Who Can Refer a Youth Anyone  

Referral Deadline September 

Average Wait Time N/A 
Peak Recruitment Period  
 

Minds Matter, recruits year round but peaks in May of 
Freshman Year 

 

Service Area North High School, Denver School of Science and Technology 

 

Mentor Information  

Mentor Requirements  
 

College Graduate  
Pass a Criminal Background Check 

Average Wait Time  N/A 

Group Mentoring  No 

Other Volunteer Opportunities  
Fundraising, Special events, Recruiting, Marketing, Office 
Work 

  *Youth must demonstrate financial need  
  

Contact: Paul Davis paulkdavis@mindsmatter.org 303.898.5860 

www.mindsmatter.org/chapter_denver.asp 

 

 

 

 

mailto:paulkdavis@mindsmatter.org
http://www.mindsmatter.org/chapter_denver.asp
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Save Our Youth (SOY) is a faith-based mentoring organization that transforms the lives of Colorado's 

inner-city, at-risk youth through mentoring relationships providing the skills for success in 

educational, emotional and spiritual development. SOY works closely with many African American 

and Hispanic churches in the inner-city neighborhoods of Denver to identify potential mentors and youth in 

need of a mentor. Mentors provide support, counsel, friendship, and positive reinforcement. Through caring 

SOY mentor relationships, youth become active, responsible, and contributing members of their 

community.  SOY provides extensive case management services to youth and mentors to ensure the 

longevity and growth of the mentoring relationship.   

Youth Information  
 

  Target Enrollment Age Age 9-17 
Youth Qualifications* Youth must want an mentor and sign an agreement to participate   
Targeted Youth Populations  
 
 
 

Free and Reduced Lunch Qualified 
Single Parent Households 
Homeless Youth 
Children of Prisoners  

Enrollment Process Application/ Home Visit with Interview for youth and family 

Who Can Refer a Youth Anyone- with youth agreement and desire to have a mentor 

Referral Deadline Open Enrollment  

Average Wait Time 3-12 Months  

Peak Recruitment Period Year Round  

  Service Areas 
 

5 County Metro Area with concentrated efforts in Denver Public 
Schools, Aurora public Schools, Commerce City and Littleton 

  Mentor Information  
 

  Mentor Requirements 
 
 
 

18 years or older  
Willingness to mentor a youth for a minimum of one year  
Weekly contact of 1-3 hours 
Pass a Criminal Background Check  

Average Wait Time 2-6 Weeks  

Group Mentoring  No 
Other Volunteer Opportunities  
 

Office help, Special Events, College Prep Program  
 

* Youth must demonstrate financial need 

 

   Contact Trudy Swain tswain@saveouryouth.org 303.455.1126x16 

      www.saveouryouth.org 

mailto:tswain@saveouryouth.org
http://www.saveouryouth.org/
http://www.saveouryouth.org/
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Whiz Kids is a faith- based tutoring program that at-risk youth with caring 

adults who tutor and mentor in the Spirit of Christ.  Tutoring takes place 

one-on-one and in a group setting with other pairs. These tutor/student 

pairs meet once a week in a host facility, typically an urban churn neŀǊ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊƘƻƻŘΦ hǳǊ 

Whiz Kids enjoy increased confidence and improved academic skills through the ongoing support and care 

of their tutor and tutors enjoy making a difference in their ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ƭƛŦŜ ǿƘƛƭŜ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ Ŧǳƴ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǘƛƳŜΦ  

Youth Information  

Target Enrollment Age First - Middle School  

Youth Qualifications* Parental Permission 

 
Youth Interest/ Regular Participation 

Targeted Youth Populations Homeless 

 
Economically Challenged  

 
Below grade level academically 

Enrollment Process Identify Student, Obtain Parental Permission 

Who Can Refer a Youth Anyone 

Referral Deadline March 

Average Wait Time 4-6 weeks  

Peak Recruitment Period  Whiz Kids Tutoring recruits year round but peaks in the Fall 

 

Service Area Denver, Littleton, Aurora, Jefferson County 

 

Mentor Information  

Mentor Requirements 
 

16 years or older  
Pass a Criminal Background Check  

Average Wait Time  10 days to 2 weeks  

Group Mentoring  No 

Other Volunteer Opportunities  Special Event Volunteers, Occasional Office Help  

  *Youth must demonstrate financial need  
  

Contact: Jedidiah Frederick jedidiahf@whizkidstutoring.com 303.504.9449 

www.whizkidstutoring.com 

 

 

 

mailto:jedidiahf@whizkidstutoring.com
http://www.whizkidstutoring.com/
http://www.whizkidstutoring.com/
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The mission of the Youth Empowerment Support Services Institute (YESS Institute) is to build 

EmoSmartTM leadership within youth, their role models and the organization's that support 

them. Our philosophy is based on the belief that peer mentors can, when provided the proper 

training and support, be highly effective role models for younger students.  We believe that through the 

peer-to-peer contact youth are given in the EmoSmart's program, youth receive effective relationship skills 

that lead to success in life and school. 

Youth Information  
 

  Target Enrollment Age Middle School - Sophomores 

Youth Qualifications* N/A 

Targeted Youth Populations At- Risk- Youth struggling with academics attitude or attendance  

Enrollment Process Interest/ Referral 

 
Complete Parent Forms  

Who Can Refer a Youth Anyone 

Referral Deadline Open Enrollment 

Average Wait Time N/A 

Peak Recruitment Period Fall 

  Service Areas Denver Metro Area  

  Mentor Information  
 

  Mentor Requirements Between the Ages of 18- 30 

 

For High School Programs must be in High School  
Pass a Criminal Background Check  

Average Wait Time 2-4 Weeks  

Group Mentoring  N/A 
Other Volunteer Opportunities  
 

Internships, Volunteer Program Assistants, Board Involvement 
 

 

* Youth must demonstrate financial need 

 

Alex Cordoba info@yessinstitute.org 303.951.3012 

www.yessinstitute.org 

 

mailto:info@yessinstitute.org
http://www.yessinstitute.org/
http://www.yessinstitute.org/
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YMC  

SCHOOLS SERVED 
The following pages are the breakdown of schools served through 

mentoing services by the Youth Mentoring Collaborative. 

The schools are divided into counties first, and further divided by  

Elementry  

Middle 

High 

     Charter/ Other 

Private 
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Adams County

BBBS

Brid
ge

Byr
ne
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ha

lle
nge

CIH
ADF

CYAR

DKI
FFY
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ood

will 

Kem
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M
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SO
Y

W
hi
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YESS 

Adventure ω ω ω

E
le

m
en

ta
ry

Alsup ω ω

Aurora ω ω ω

Baker ω ω ω

Central ω ω

Clayton ω ω ω

Community Leadership ω ω

DuPont ω ω ω

Federal Heights ω ω ω

Hanson ω ω

Kemp ω ω

Leroy Drive ω ω ω

McElwain ω ω ω

Monaco ω ω

Montberry ω ω ω

North Star ω ω ω

Scott Elementary ω ω ω

Stuckey ω ω ω

Thimmig ω ω ω

York International ω ω ω

Adams ω ω ω

Kearny ω ω ω

Niver Creek ω ω ω ω

Shadow Ridge ω ω ω ω

Adams ω ω ω

Lester Arnold ω ω ω

New American ω ω

Ranum ω ω ω

Virtual ω ω

E
le

m
en

ta
ry

M
id

dl
e

H
ig

h
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